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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT 

SUBJECT: FLOUR FOR ARUBA 

FOR OAC/F - JIM BANKS 

1 . ON AUGUST 26 ATTORNEY GENERAL REQUESTED ASSISTANCE OF 
CONSUL GENERAL IN PREVENTING ARRIVAL IN NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
TERRITORIAL WATERS OF U.S. VESSEL THOUGHT TO BE CARRYING 

TO ARUBA FLOUR ORDERED BY ARUBA ISLAND COMMISSIONERS IN 
VIOLATION OF STATE MONOPLY GRANTED CONTINENTAL MILLING CO. 

AG HOPED TO AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH ARUBAN AUTHORITIES 
THAT ARRIVAL OF FLOUR AT ARUBAN DOCK WOULD SURELY PRECIPITATE. 
DOCK WORKERS ARE MOST MILITANT OF UNIONS BACKING BETICO CROES. 
AND NAG REALIZED ONLY FORCE WOULD PREVENT THEIR UNLOADING 
FLOUR EVEN IF SHIPMENT ILLEGAL. 

2. AFTER CALL TO OPERATIONS CENTER AND SUBSEQUENT TELECONS 
WITH JIM BANKS, CONSUL GENERAL WAS ABLE TO INFORM AG THAT 
PRUDENTIAL LINES' SANTA ANNA HAD INDEED A CARGO OF FLOUR 
DESTINED FOR ARUBA; THAT COMPANY , PREVIOUSLY INFORMED OF 
PROBLEM, HAD ALREADY ORDERED FLOUR OFFLOADED IN SANTO DOMINGO; 
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AND THAT SANTA ANNA WOULD ARRIVE CURACAO MORN AUGUST 30 
AND PROCEED TO ARUBA WITH ETA 0700 AUGUST 31. PRUDENTIAL 
LINES' CARL ECKERT ASKED IF REPRISALS AGAINST SANTA ANNA 
COULD BE EXPECTED. CONSUL GENERAL REPLIED THAT AG HAD BEEN 
UNABLE TO GIVE ASSURANCES, BUT THOUGHT UNLIKELY REPRISAL 
MORE SERIOUS THAN DELAYING PILOT SERVIES; WHICH IT WOULD TAKE 
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SOME DAYS TO OVERCOME IN COURT ACTION. CONGEN SHARED AG'S 
VIEW, POINTED OUT IN CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES ARUBAN REACTIONS 
UNPREDICTABLE, AND NOTED THAT VESSEL’S COULD GET BETTER READING 
FROM NAG AFTER VESSEL ARRIVED CURACAO. (ACTUALLY SANTA ANNA 
DELAYED 24 HOURS, WILL ARRIVE AUGUST 31 NOON.) 

3. AUGUST 29 ARUBAN DOCKWORKERS REFUSED TO UNLOAD A CARGO 
OF FLOUR FROM CURACAO TRANSPORTED ON ANOTHER VESSEL, 

GREGORY. APPARENTLY ARUBANS THOUGHT SANTA ANNA CARGO WOULD 
ARRIVE ON SCHEDULE. THIS EPISODE IN ALL MEDIA. IN VIEW POSSIBLE 
ARUBAN ANGER AT SANTA ANNA'S ARRIVAL WITHOUT FLOUR FROM 

U.S. AG HAS TALKED WITH PRUDENTIAL' AGENT TO INSURE LATTER 
FULLY UNDERSTANDS RISKS. ARUBAN ACTING GOVERNOR WHOSEEMS 
TO HAVE SIGNED ORDER FOR FLOUR FROM US THAT SANTA ANNA WAS 
CARRYING, HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN ASKED TO RESIGN; HE HAS 
NOT YET DONE SO. 

4. FOREGOING CIRCUMSTANCE MAY VERY WELL ESCALATE INTO 
ANOTHER ROUND OF DISTURBANCES IN ARUBA. IN MY VIEW. PRUDENTIAL 
MIGHT WELL CONSIDER OFFLOADING REMAINING CARGO (850) TONS 

FOR ARUBA HERE IN CURACAO FOR TRANSSHIPMENT. DEPT MAY WISH 
PASS THIS ASSESSMENT PRUDENTIAL. 

PENBERTHY 
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